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Criminal Investigation
The term Investigation is the process through which information is gathered to arrive at specific goals. One of the forms of investigation is the criminal investigation. This is the term that refers to the process through which information is collected; in other words, evidence is collected concerning a crime that has been committed (Hess et al., 2016). Investigations are carried out by the investigators who follow through the progression of activities involved in the criminal investigation. This progression is called the investigative process.
In the investigative process, evidence is collected to determine if the crime has been committed in the information analysis.  There is also the process of theory development and also validation. The person or people who committed the crime are identified and arrested. This evidence is provided to support a conviction in a court of law.
The investigators get into the crime scene, which is any form of locality that is believed to have any association with the crime being investigated. The first thing the investigators do is to ensure that they have secured the crime scene. This helps in that by doing so, and they prevent the crime scene from being contaminated. This is done by the police setting up a blockade meant to control any movement happening in and out of the crime scene to keep its integrity.  To Hansen et al. (2017), any form of contamination that might occur at the scene of a crime can cause the case to be thrown out of court. Here investigators lookout for any available physical evidence and engage in the process of interviewing the witnesses that are available to gather objective evidence. After that, the suspects are taken through interrogation to confess to affirm the proof that the police already have.
Investigations do not end as fast as the police still do the follow-up investigations, especially in a criminal case where they gather additional information. This acts as evidence for the elements of the crime being investigated (Hess et al., 2016). This process is quite involving, and for it to be a success, the investigators have to be equipped with the necessary investigative resources to conduct a consistent and effective process. One that does not have missed deadlines.
In this process, a crime laboratory is instrumental as it is the scientific laboratory known for primarily using forensic science to examine the evidence collected in the crime scenes. A criminal laboratory analyst operates this kind of laboratory. When it comes to death and injury investigation, the department of medicolegal death investigation is responsible for handling such cases. Here the investigators certify the cause and manner in which the unnatural deaths occur. Unexplained deaths also fall under this category. These kinds of deaths are the criminal cases of homicide; also, there is a suicide, unintentional injuries, among other deaths.
In criminal investigations, a class of the offenses investigated in many cases are sexually related offenses. According to Hess et al. (2016), these are the offenses that have sexual components involved. Sometimes the crime involves actual harm where someone has been raped or threatened physical harm like sexual assault. A victim may even be taken through mental or emotional harm concerning the sexual offense. An example of this is the children that are exposed to pornography.
Children are also victims of other offenses that are considered criminal. It is unfortunate as these children are the most vulnerable (Hansen et al., 2017). As innocent as they are, they face several issues perpetrated by those entrusted to take care of them. The perpetrators include their parents, guardians, as well as relatives. Examples of these crimes include abuse that is either physical or emotional, being neglected and being exploited, for instance, through sex trafficking.
Having done the investigation and the arrest of the perpetrators of the criminal trial process begins. A trial process involves opposing parties in a dispute where they present evidence and make arguments on how the law is applied before a judge in the court of law.
In a court of law, an investigator may also be called upon to become a witness and testify. Investigators give information that is related to the case that they have been investigating. The court may require them to provide specific details concerning the matter in progress, and at times they are allowed to refer to their notes to give the needed details. This does not mean that they read directly from the notes. When they have clear and concise messages, they can recall the events, mainly if they review the said notes before the court proceeding.
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